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death, or whether my life should be spared. I knew
not which of the two to desire, and I did not dare to
ask God, except that he might send me either life or
death, as he deemed best for my salvation, since I
was but a child, and he was my Father who alone
knew what was best for me, and loved me more than
I can love myself.”’

Almost at the same time, another Christian, who
was about to go to war, was questioned how he would
behave if he were captured by the enemy. ‘‘I can-
not,” he replied, ‘‘ promise anything of myself,
knowing the little good that I can dq," but for more
than six months I have been questioning myself, and
sounding the depths of my heart, and it seems to me
each time that nothing in the world could make me
forget Heaven. God,” said he, ‘ has deprived me
of nearly all my relatives; he has stripped me of my
goods. I am waiting now [162] until he tries me in
my own person; and perhaps he will permit that I
be captured by the enemies and burned in their fires.
I dread this, it is true; but I nevertheless control
myself when I say my prayers to him. I merely say
to him that he sees very well what my heart fears
the most, but that I do not ask him to deliver me
from it so long as he preserves me in the Spirit of
Faith and in the hope of Paradise,—promising my-
self that, after that, neither the fires nor the flames
of the Hiroquois can deprive me of the desire that
I have to live and die a Christian, in whatever situa-
tion I may be.”

Another, who was taken prisoner by the Hiroquois
this Summer, broke from his bonds two hours before
they were to burn him, escaped quite naked, and
fled through briers and thorns, wherein the enemy



